
 

August 19, 2025 
 
 
By Email 
John Mostyn 
mostynjohn@gmail.com 
 
 
Re: SPR25/2022, Public Records Request Dated May 23, 2025 
 
 
Dear Mr. Mostyn: 
 
This correspondence is in regard to your appeal of the Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities’ 
(EOHLC) response to your public records of May 23, 2025. (Attached).   
 
You requested the following records: 

  
Pursuant to the Massachusetts Public Records Law (M.G.L. c. 66, §10), I am requesting access to and copies of all 
records in the custody of the Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities (EOHLC) concerning the 
selection of 5 Redlands Road, West Roxbury, MA, as a site for a homeless shelter. Specifically, I am seeking: 
 

1. Internal communications (including emails, memos, meeting notes) between EOHLC staff, 
contractors, and other agencies regarding the evaluation and selection of 5 Redlands Road, 
West Roxbury. 

2. Documents related to the assessment of the property's suitability for use as a shelter. 
3. Records of communications with the City of Boston, local officials, or community 

stakeholders about the proposed shelter at this location. 
4. Any funding documents associated with the acquisition, renovation, or operation of the 

shelter at 5 Redlands Road. 
 

On June 9, 2025, EOHLC responded and explained that, due to the Deliberative Process Exemption, the records 
were being withheld. G. L. c. 4, § 7(26)(d). Colleen Casey, the Chief of Staff for the Division of Housing 
Stabilization, called and spoke with you as well. She explained that EOHLC is not the entity signing the lease for 5 
Redlands Road, West Roxbury.  Rather an Emergency Assistance (EA) Family Shelter Program service provider, 
Making Opportunity Count, Inc. (MOC), would be entering into the contract should it move forward. Further, Ms. 
Casey told you that nothing had been finalized and the project was still under deliberation. She advised you to call 
Making Opportunities Count for further information.   
On July 10, 2025, you appealed EOHLC’s response to the Supervisor of Public Records.  On July 28, 2025, the 
Supervisor of Public Records acknowledged your appeal.  On August 5, 2025, the Supervisor of Public Records 
issued a determination, SPR 25/2022, directing EOHLC to provide a further response to you containing more 
specificity regarding the records located and how they fit under the Deliberative Process Exemption. 
As a general response, EOHLC reiterates what staff has previously shared with you - that the site at 5 Redlands 
Road, West Roxbury, MA is one that EOHLC has expressed commitment to, but has not been formally contracted 
for, and is still in development. There will be no lease between EOHLC and the property owner. The lease, if one is 
signed, will be between MOC and the property owner, and will not be in EOHLC’s possession.  
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Internal and external communications, in the form of emails and their attachments, regarding the evaluation and 
selection of the site as well as the site assessment and floor plans1 are being withheld under the Deliberative Process 
Exemption. The Deliberative Process Exemption is intended to avoid release of materials that could taint the 
deliberative process if prematurely disclosed.2 This is precisely why EOHLC is withholding these records until the 
development of the site, and the contracting process, are complete as the records contain information relating to 
policy positions under development by EOHLC. G. L. c. 4, § 7(26)(d). The responsive records possess a deliberative 
or policymaking character and are therefore exempt from mandatory disclosure. Once the development and 
contracting are completed, the records may be released subject to other applicable state public record law.    
As to your final request for “funding documents,” EOHLC has no records responsive to your request.  

 

Regards, 
 
/s/Adrian Walleigh                        
Adrian Walleigh 
Counsel and Records Access Officer  
Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities 

 
CC:  Supervisor of Records, pre@sec.state.ma.us 
 
 

 
1 EOHLC also asserts the Public Safety Exemption as to the withholding of the floor plans for the site. G.L. c. 4, § 
7(26)(n). The Public Safety Exemption allows for the withholding of certain records which, if released, will likely 
“jeopardize public safety.” As such, floor plans of the site, though still under deliberation, would also be subject to 
the Public Safety Exemption.   
2 Babets v. Sec’y of the Exec. Office of Human Servs., 403 Mass. 230, 237 n.8 (1988); see Boston Globe Media 
Partners, LLC v. Dep’t of Public Health, Suffolk Sup. No. 19-02387 (October 21, 2019) (finding that data files do 
not fall within Exemption (d), in part, because they are not part of inter-agency or intra-agency memoranda or 
letters). 
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